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P7 Curriculum Meeting 2023




Overview

= Back to School

®» Classroom Management
® Fssentials

® Curriculum

®» Homework

®» Assessment

® Topics

= Dates for diary

® Online Safety

» SEAG
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As most of you are aware, all important information has
already been shared through our school website, ClassDojo,
Facebook and school app.

Keep up to date with these platforms throughout the year.

Permissions need to be completed as soon as possible. Link
is on ClassDojo and the Newsletter.

If you have any queries contact office.
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®» Gates open from 8.30am. Meet teacher in the back
playground.

®» Classes head to rooms & school day starts at 8.45am.
® Pupils arriving after 9am are marked late.

® Registration closes at 9.30am. Anyone arriving after 9.30am is
marked absent for the morning session.

® Finish at 3.00pm on Monday — Thursday.
® Finish at 1.45pm on Friday.
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Designated Teacher for Child Protection — Mrs Harbinson
Deputy Designated Teachers — Mrs Turtle, Mrs Hutchinson, Mr
Graham & Mr Gray.

All dinners are available from 15t Sept. Anyone who is eligible for
Free School Meals should fill in a form through EA website.

Breakfast Club has commenced.
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®» Golden Time — Consistent approach to Positive Behaviour

throughout school.

Classroom Management

®» (Class Dojo & House points.
® (Class Contract — good manners, co-operation and respect.

®» Any concern with your child’s behaviour will be communicated
to you via Dojo, email or phone on that day. All queries will be
dealt with during appropriate hours.

® Primary 7 is a very intense year and poor behaviour/attendance
can have a negative impact on both the opportunity to learn
and on academic progress.




S
/" CASTLE

GARDENS
P.S.

o,

What does your child need to bring?

®» Homework folder needs to be brought in every day.

® The stationery essentials list has already been shared on Dojo.
A copy is available in the hand-out.

B A warm coat.

® Healthy Break/Lunch (encouraged Mon - Thurs).

®» Any medication given to teacher on the first day — with forms
completed via the link shared on Dojo.

= PFE kit (P7T Monday, P7W Friday)
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Curriculum

® | anguage & Literacy - Reading, Writing & Talking and
Listening.

®» \athematics and Numeracy
= |CT

®» The Arts

= The World Around Us

®» Personal Development and Mutual Understanding
= PFE

®» R.E/assembly
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On a Friday we will set homework for the following week.
Spelling workbook, Mental Maths & Accelerated Reader every
night in addition to written homework:

Monday — Literacy

Tuesday — Numeracy

Wednesday — Literacy

Thursday — Numeracy — Mathletics & Revision for Weekly Review.

Homework books/booklets
Stirling Tuition (for SEAG)

If your child has a particular problem with a homework please
message us using ClassDojo.
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Within Class
®» \Weekly — Spellings, Mental Maths & Homework (SEAG x2
papers/week)

®» Throughout Year — Levelled Tasks

= Whole School — After SEAG is completed, PTE/PTM tests will be
administered, firstly for the SEAG pupils (to contribute as extra

evidence possibly required for schools that will use SEAG outcomes
as admission criteria.)




. a
CASTLE

GARDENS
P.S.

o,

Topics

®»\\/hat makes me, me
®\/ictorians

®» The Potato Famine
®[3ir Trade
®Fxtreme Earth

Through teaching these topics we will be promoting:

Thinking, problem solving and decision making, self
management, working with others, managing information and
being creative.
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®» Teacher/Parent Interviews — Weeks beginning 23 October & 5th February

®» Annual Reviews — dates for post-primary interviews will follow.

= PLP — review of last year’s outcomes before October interviews & new
utcomes set.

Christmas Outing - KS2

® Christmas Concert — Friday 15t December 9:30am

® Folk & Transport Museum (Victorian Topic)

® School Production - 6t & 7t" March

® Bangor Choral Festival - 25t April

® Sports Day 22"9 May & other sports events

®» Greenhill Residential - 29t — 315t May 2024

®» Other school events (Love for Life, It’s your Move, Young Enterprise, OT Mini)
= P7 End of Year Trip — Day out in June
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Online Safety

® Castle Gardens is committed to keeping your child safe online
and we have several policies in place which are available on

request.

® |t is important that both you are aware of how to keep your
child safe online and the implications of online conduct.

»
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® |\ore information is available in the
Monthly ICT Newsletter.
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We will always do our utmost to ensure that your child/children leave
Castle Gardens with many special memories!

Thank you for listening. If you have any questions please either
contact the office or send a message through ClassDojo to Mrs Turtle
or Mrs Wilson.
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Tests will be completed on a Monday and Wednesday. The children
will have the opportunity to go over these tests on Tuesday and
Thursday.

® Don’t forget registration for SEAG closes on 22" September at 5pm
and you can register on the SEAG website.

® The two SEAG tests will be on Saturday 11t November and
Saturday 25t November.

® |f using a tutor please avoid Stirling Tuition papers as we will be
completing all 18 tests in school.
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Resources:

SEAG 2023 Entrance Assessment FAQs

= A Guide for Parents and Teachers of P6 Pupils

= Full SEAG registration process, including access arrangements
& the assessment.



The SEAG
2023 Entrance Assessment



The 2023 Entrance Assessment
General Information

Schools’

Ent
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* For pupils who will be transferring to post-primary school in September 2024.

e All 62 schools in N.lreland which use academic selection for admission to Year 8 are
members of SEAG.

 SEAG schools will use the outcomes from the 2023 Entrance Assessment within their
Year 8 Admissions Criteria.

e Parents / guardians who are considering one or more of these 62 schools for their
child(ren) should register their child(ren) to sit the Entrance Assessment*.

« * A few SEAG schools only use academic selection for a portion of their Year 8 intake.
Pupils can gain a “non academically selected” place at one of these schools without
sitting the 2023 Entrance Assessment.

* *There is a separate admissions procedure, which does not use SEAG outcomes, for
children who have a formal “Statement of Educational Needs”.



The 2023 Entrance Assessment
Key Dates

* Registration Period
Wed 3rd May 2023 (9.00am) — Friday 22"d September 2023 (5.00pm)

* SEAG Entrance Assessment Paper 1
Saturday 11t November 2023 (am)

* SEAG Entrance Assessment Paper 2
Saturday 25th November 2023 (am)

* SEAG Outcomes released to parents / guardians
Saturday 27th January 2024



The 2023 Entrance Assessment
Really Important

Registration

* Only pupils who have been registered to sit the Entrance Assessment by 5.00pm on Friday
22nd September 2023 will be able to sit the Assessment.

* There is NO late registration after the 22"d September 2023 deadline. (Space needed)

* |f a pupil has not been registered he / she will NOT be able to sit the Entrance Assessment.

SEAG Entrance Assessment Papers
* The Entrance Assessment consists of two Assessment Papers taken a fortnight apart.
* Pupils sit both Papers. It is not a choice between sitting Paper 1 or Paper 2.

SEAG Outcomes
* These will be available online from Saturday 27th January 2024.



The 2023 Entrance Assessment
The Registration Process (Step 1)

* Parents / Guardians will use a portal in the website www.seagni.co.uk

Step 1 Parent / Guardian Registration

The Registration process starts with the parent / guardian creating their own
account in the portal.

This step involves providing an email address.

If, for example, a parent has twins sitting the Entrance Assessment then both Pupil
Applications can be carried out using the same parent registration with the same
email address.


http://www.seagni.co.uk/

The 2023 Entrance Assessment
The Registration Process (Step 2)

Step 2 Pupil Application

Details about the pupil who is being registered are entered and the parent /
guardian chooses the SEAG school where he / she would like their child to sit the
Entrance Assessment.

The name and date of birth which the parent / guardian enters MUST be identical to the
information on the birth certificate for the Pupil Application to be valid.

Parents / Guardians select, from a list, the SEAG school (Assessment Centre) which is most
convenient for their child to sit the Entrance Assessment. The drop down list will, initially,
contain all 62 schools but, over time, a list. school could reach its maximum capacity. If that
happens that school will no longer appear in the drop down



The 2023 Entrance Assessment
The Registration Process (Step 3)

Step 3 Add Essential Documentation

The birth certificate and passport sized photograph are uploaded to confirm the
identity of the pupil.

When registering their child a parent / guardian can save the details and return to
complete the process.

However the birth certificate and a passport sized photograph need to be available
and uploaded at some point.



The 2023 Entrance Assessment
The Registration Process (Step 4)

Step 4 Optional Documentation

Some parents / guardians may wish to request “Access Arrangements”. Details,
e.g. the Access Arrangements Policy, are provided here to assist.

Those requesting Access Arrangements must upload supporting documentation
as part of this step.

The SEAG Access Arrangements Panel will evaluate and make decisions on each
request based on the evidence provided. Those decisions will be communicated to
parents through the portal.



The 2023 Entrance Assessment
The Registration Process (Step 5)

Step 5 Payment

As part of the pupil registration process the parent / guardian is required to pay
a non-refundable administration fee of £20 through a secure online payment
method.

Those entitled to Free School Meals (FSME) are exempt from the administration
fee but must provide necessary verification of FSME status.

Parents / Guardians will need to make sure that they have a debit / credit card

available to make the payment OR if exempt through FSME then evidence of FSME
must be uploaded.



The 2023 Entrance Assessment
The Registration Process (Step 6)

Step 6 Registration Complete

A completed pupil registration is confirmed through the online portal.



The 2023 Entrance Assessment
The Papers (1)
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Details, including the format and specification of the Entrance Assessment, are provided on the SEAG
website.

Two SEAG Practice Papers, along with Practice Answer Sheets and a Guide for Parents with the Answer
Keys for each question on each paper, are also provided.

In summary:

The Entrance Assessment consists of Paper 1 and Paper 2.
Both Papers have an identical format.

Each starts with a Practice Test section containing 5 English (or Gaeilge) questions and 5 Maths
questions.

The Practice Test section allows pupils time to settle and practise answering the same types of
guestions as those in Main Paper but without those questions being marked or timed.

The Practice Test section is followed by an English (or Gaeilge) section which has 28 questions and then
a Maths section which also has 28 questions.



The 2023 Entrance Assessment
The Papers (2)

Schools’
Entrance
Assessment
Group

* The actual Entrance Assessment papers to be taken in November 2023 have the same format as the
Practice Papers which are on the website.

* The English (or Gaeilge) begins with a punctation exercise (5 questions), followed by a grammar
exercise (5 questions) and a spelling exercise (5 questions). All 15 questions are multiple choice.

* Next, pupils are asked to read a comprehension passage and answer 13 questions which follow.
Questions 16-22 are multiple choice and questions 23-28 are “free response” where the pupil writes a
short answer to each in the space provided in the Answer Sheet.

* The first 22 Maths questions are also multiple choice and the final 6 questions are “free response”
where the pupil writes a short answer to each in the space provided in the Answer Sheet.

* Invigilators tell the pupils when to start the Main Test and pupils will have 60 minutes* to work through
the paper (*unless granted additional time through Access Arrangements).

* Each pupil is free to start the Main Test with either the English (or Gaeilge) or the Maths section.



The 2023 Entrance Assessment
SEAG Outcomes (1)
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* Parents / Guardians will receive five outcomes for their child.

* The first two are those which are most likely to be used by SEAG schools within their Year 8 Admissions
Criteria.

 The other three outcomes provide additional information for parents and schools.

The Total Standardised Age Score (TSAS)
The Band

The English (or Gaeilge) SAS

The Maths SAS

LA S A =

Information about the Cohort Percentile Ranking



The 2023 Entrance Assessment
SEAG QOutcomes (2)
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1. The Total Standardised Age Score (SAS)

e This is the pupil’s overall outcome from the SEAG Entrance Assessment based on answers to the 56
English (or Gaeilge) Questions in Papers 1 and 2 and the 56 Maths questions in Papers 1 and 2.

e The Total SAS is the sum of the English (or Gaeilge) SAS and the Maths SAS.
e The Total SAS range will be 138-282 with a mean (or average) of 200.

A Standardised Age Score (SAS) takes account of a child’s age when he/she took the assessment, the number of
correct answers and the degree of difficulty of the assessment. Parents / Guardians may be familiar with the
scores from standardised tests used in their child’s primary school, e.qg. Progress Test in English and / or
Progress test in Maths, which also use SAS.



The 2023 Entrance Assessment
SEAG Outcomes (3)
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2. The Band

e There will be six Bands.
e The Bands will be designated as Band 1, Band 2, Band 3, Band 4, Band 5 and Band 6.

e Cohort Percentiles will be used to determine the borderline for each Band (See Outcome 5).

SEAG Band ------

Cohort
EEHES 60%+ 50-59% 40-49% 30-39% 20-29% <20%

60%+ (Band 1) means pupils who are in the top 40% of those who sat the Assessment; 50-59% (Band 2) means pupils who are
in the top 50% but not the top 40% of those who sat the Assessment, etc.
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The 2023 Entrance Assessment
SEAG Outcomes (4)

. The English (or Gaeilge) SAS

This is the Standardised Age Score based on answers to the 56 English (or Gaeilge) questions.
The English (or Gaeilge) SAS range will be 69-141 with a mean (or average) of 100.

The English (or Gaeilge) SAS is provided to inform parents as to how their children have performed in
this aspect of the Entrance Assessment.

. The Maths SAS
This is the Standardised Age Score based on answers to the 56 Maths questions.

The Maths SAS range will be 69-141 with a mean (or average) of 100.

The Maths SAS is provided to inform parents as to how their children have performed in this aspect of
the Entrance Assessment.



The 2023 Entrance Assessment
SEAG Outcomes (5)
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5. Information about the Cohort Percentile Ranking (CPR)

e 60%+ (Band 1) means that the pupil’s outcomes are in the top 40% of those who sat the Assessment.

e 50-59% (Band 2) - outcomes are outside the top 40% but in the top 50% of those who sat the Assessment.
e 40-49% (Band 3) - outcomes are outside the top 50% but in the top 60% of those who sat the Assessment.
e 30-39% (Band 4) - outcomes are outside the top 60% but in the top 70% of those who sat the Assessment.
e 20-29% (Band 5) - outcomes are outside the top 70% but in the top 80% of those who sat the Assessment.

e <20% (Band 6) - the pupil’s outcomes are outside the top 80% of those who sat the Assessment.



The 2023 Entrance Assessment
SEAG Outcomes (6)

There are two main reasons why parents receive different types of outcome?

* Academically selective schools have tended to use 2 main types of outcomes within their
Year 8 Admissions Criteria. Some schools have created a rank order using SAS; others
have preferred to group scores together to create “grades”, “bands” or “a pool”. SEAG
envisages that some schools will wish to use its outcomes to rank order using SAS, others
will prefer to use SEAG Bands and some may use both. SEAG is, therefore, providing SAS
and Bands.

* GL Assessment, the SEAG test provider, is able to separate out pupils’ performance in the
English (or Gaeilge) part of the Entrance Assessment from the Maths performance. The
additional information available by providing an English (or Gaeilge) SAS and a Maths SAS
may be helpful to parents, primary schools and post-primary schools.
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Sitting just one of the two Papers
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SEAG is very clear that its Entrance Assessment consists of two papers.

* Pupils who only take one paper (i.e. either Paper 1 or Paper 2 but not both) will not have
completed the full Entrance Assessment.

* Such pupils will, however, have their “single paper” marked by GL Assessment.

* The SEAG Board has determined that pupils who only sit one paper should be provided with SAS
and Band outcomes which reflect their performance.

a_n

* Qutcomes for pupils who only sit one paper will have the designation “e” (for estimate)

immediately after the Outcome, e.g. SAS 196¢€; Band 4e.



The 2023 Entrance Assessment
Role of a SEAG school with P7 parents and pupils (1)
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» After the Registration Period has ended SEAG will make available to each SEAG school a file
with details of every pupil who has been registered to sit the Entrance Assessment in that
school.

* SEAG schools will make all the arrangements for the pupils who will be in their care on the
Entrance Assessment days.

* They will, by mid-October 2023, communicate directly with each parent / guardian whose
child(ren) are sitting the Assessment.

« They will provide practical details about dropping off children before the Assessment
and collecting them afterwards.

* |If there are particular medical or other needs they will liaise with parents / guardians
as appropriate.



The 2023 Entrance Assessment
Role of a SEAG school with P7 parents and pupils (2)
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* They will hold a familiarisation session in October 2023 to help your child prepare for his / her
time with them on 11t and 25t November 2023.

* Parents / guardians have the responsibility to ensure that their children arrive in the SEAG Assessment
Centre in good time on the Entrance Assessment days.

* Pupils cannot be admitted after the Assessment has started.

* |If your child cannot attend on one of the two Entrance Assessment dates you must inform the SEAG
school as soon as it is practically possible to do so.

* There is no “third Assessment Day” — so pupils who are absent on one of the two days will only sit part
of the full Entrance Assessment.



The 2023 Entrance Assessment

For further information
about SEAG and the 2023 Entrance Assessment,

including Registration, visit

WWW.Seagni.co.uk



http://www.seagni.co.uk/

